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Abstract 

The substance of the news while interpreting the incidents of sexual violence through 

news content should fulfill the journalistic code of ethics. News of sexual violence in 

particular, is a news subject that commonly emerges on online media in Mandailing 

Natal Regency. This research adopts a qualitative method through content analysis of 

sexual violence news on online media in the Mandailing Natal. The results of this study 

reveal that the news information released by online media regarding sexual violence has 

met the norms of journalistic regulations and the journalistic code of ethics. The news 

also masked the identities of victims of sexual violence. In addition, there were 

inadequacies in the news material in the form of typos and mixing of facts and opinions. 

Victims who view news broadcasts of sexual violence are known to have emotional 

consequences in the form of behavioral and cognitive issues that lead to psychological 

pressure on victims. 
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Abstrak 
Substansi pemberitaan dalam memaknai peristiwa kekerasan seksual melalui 
isi berita selayaknya memenuhi kode etik jurnalistik. Berita kekerasan seksual 
khususnya, menjadi topik pemberitaan yang sering muncul pada media online 
di Kabupaten Mandailing Natal. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif 
melalui analisis isi tentang berita kekerasan seksual pada media online di 
Mandailing Natal. Hasil penelitian ini bahwa konten berita yang 
dipublikasikan oleh media online tentang kekerasan seksual sudah memenuhi 
standar kaidah jurnalistik dan kode etik jurnalistik. Berita tersebut juga 
menyamarkan identitas korban kekerasan seksual. Terdapat kekurangan isi 
berita berupa salah pengetikan dan pencampuran antara fakta dan opini. 
Korban yang menyaksikan tampilan berita kekerasan seksual diketahui 
memiliki dampak emosional berupa gangguan perilaku dan kognitif yang 
berujung pada tekanan psikologis korban.   

Kata Kunci: Dampak, Kekerasan Seksual, Media, Mandailing Natal, Wanita. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

The way sexual violence is framed in news reports gives certain 

information to its readers. Often, the news influences its readers to follow the 

flow of events reported by journalists to completely inform them of the 

chronology of events, the moment of the incident, and the impact made by the 

incident. This research was undertaken because it requires a bright spot 

between the information supplied by journalists and the impact on women in 

Mandailing Natal. 

Mandailing Natal Regency is one of the districts in North Sumatra 

Province where sexual violence charges are extremely high in the news. This is 

the major strength of this research: that it is interesting to explore and take up 

the object of research on the media in Mandailing Natal so that the findings of 

this research can be valuable for future media researchers. Media relations and 

power that present the story of sexual violence in depth and are armed with 

news images to corroborate the story undoubtedly have a purpose and reason 

for covering the news. The news supplied adds a touch of new value to readers 

who are aware of the sentence structure and source quotes included in the news 

material. 

The impact of sexual violence on victims is so profound, such as the pain 

that comes upon remembering the experience. Whether we recognize it or not, 

Mandailing Natal Regency needs to establish a mature plan to limit the 

frequency of occurrences of sexual violence and ensure proper management. 

The media that have massively reported on sexual violence in Mandailing Natal 

can be found in the following table: 

Table. 1. List of Sexual Violence News in Mandailing Natal 

No. Media Source Headlines 
Publication 

Date 

1 
https://startfmmadina.com/madina-duduki-
peringkat-pertama-di-sumut-kasus-pelecehan-
sexsual/ 

Madina ranks first 
in North Sumatra 
in Sexual Violence 

Cases 

July 23, 
2019 

2 
https://mohganews.co.id/di-mandailing-natal-sopir-
angkot-hamili-pelajar-smp/ 

in Mandailing 
Natal, this Angkot 

driver 
impregnated a 

junior high school 
student 

November 
08, 2021 

3 
https://startnews.co.id/terkait-kasus-pelecehan-
seksual-anggota-pemuda-pancasila-temui-kanit-ppa-
polres-madina/ 

Related to Sexual 
Violence Case, 

Pancasila Youth 

October 02, 
2021 
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Members Meet 
with PPA Unit of 
Madina District 

Police 

4 
https://www.mandailingonline.com/pelecehan-
seksual-marak-ketua-kppg-apresiasi-mpc-pp-madina/ 

Sexual Violence 
Rampant, KPPG 

Chairperson 
Appreciates MPC 

PP Madina 

October 03, 
2019 

5 
https://www.mandailingonline.com/pemerkosaan-
inses-di-mandailing-natal-dan-tinjauan-hukum-
pidana/ 

Inses Rape in 
Mandailing Natal 
and Criminal Law 

Review 

November 
21, 2022 

6 
https://malintangpos.co.id/soal-kekerasan-seksual-
terhadap-anak-ini-pendapat-ketua-dpc-pdi-
perjuangan-mandailing-natal/ 

Regarding Sexual 
Violence Against 
Children, This is 

the Opinion of the 
Chairman of the 

DPC. PDI 
Perjuangan 

Mandailing Natal 

November 
19, 2022 

7 
https://mudanews.com/regional/2022/02/02/ketua-
kohati-terpilih-cabang-madina-angkat-bicara-soal-
maraknya-kekerasan-seksual/ 

Chairperson of 
KOHATI Madina 

Branch Elected 
Talks about the 
Rise of Sexual 

Violence 

February 
02, 2022 

 

From multiple lists of violence news in the Mandailing Natal district 

media that frame sexual violence from various sides and views, it can be 

determined that cases of sexual violence that are included in news publications 

turn out to be the main highlight for readers. In this research study, we solely 

focus on three news items that prioritize reporting incidences of sexual violence 

in detail and in depth. 

Sexual violence news should employ initials or pseudonyms without 

mentioning the real identity or photo of the kid victim or perpetrator. However, 

there are certain news items that mention the victim's address so that readers 

who know the address can trace it, or even readers themselves can trace the 

victim's identity. 
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B. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Research conducted by Safira Suhra in 2019 with the title "Kekerasan 

Perempuan dan Anak Dalam Media Dan Upaya Penanggulangannya".1 The 

main problem in this study is violence against women and children in the 

media and efforts to overcome it. The author employs a sociological approach 

to solving the problems in this writing. The method used in this research is the 

descriptive analysis method. The data for this research is divided into two 

categories: primary data and secondary data. The results show that women and 

children are most vulnerable to violence, physical or psychological abuse, 

exploitation, persecution, and becoming victims of human trafficking, including 

victims in the news media and advertisements. Efforts to prevent violence in 

the media should focus on the perpetrators and victims of violence themselves, 

providing them with advice and psychological and medical therapy to avoid 

individual violence, as well as attempting to eliminate violence for victims by 

reducing the frequency of watching television that broadcasts violence and 

sensual advertisements that appear to exploit women, not believing one-sided 

news published by newspapers, and enforcing legal sanctions against 

perpetrators and victims of violence.  

Furthermore, research from Rissa Indrasty et al. (2018) on “Gender 

dalam Kasus Kekerasan terhadap Perempuan di Media Online”. 2 This paper 

explains what happens to women in cases of violence against women displayed 

by the online media site Pojoksulsel.com, where women are often made the 

guilty party in cases of violence against them. The research will look at how the 

position of the female subject-object is displayed in the text, how the position of 

the author-reader is displayed in the news text, and how the depiction of forms 

of violence against women is displayed in the news text. The research method 

uses a descriptive method with a qualitative approach in the tradition of 

discourse analysis. The results showed that the position of women in the news 

discourse at Pojoksulsel.com is as the object of the news, while the subject of the 

news is the editor of Pojoksulsel.com and the police. The position of the writer, 

or Pojoksulsel.com, is more dominant in the text, while the position of the 

reader is passive. With limited text, the reader is directed to accept the 

stereotypes given by Pojoksulsel.com, which directs the reader to blame women 

for the misfortune that befalls them. The forms of violence against women 

displayed by Pojoksulsel.com are very detailed and sadistic, with women 

 
1Sarifa Suhra, “Kekerasan Perempuan Dan Anak Dalam Media Dan Upaya Penanggulangannya,” Pusat 

Studi Gender dan Anak UIN Alauddin Makassar, Sipakalebbi (2019) : 227. 
2 Rissa Indrasty, et al. “Gender dalam Kasus Kekerasan terhadap Perempuan di Media Online,” Jurnal 

Ilmu Jurnalistik (2018) : 90. 
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described as physically, sexually, and psychologically abused. It can be 

concluded that there is a gender imbalance in the news. 

The commonality in this research is that it focuses on sexual violence, 

which is described in the news and has a big impact on women. The difference 

between the above research and the topic researched is that the news of sexual 

violence, whether it is in conformity with journalistic norms and codes or if it 

has an influence on women, is studied in depth to find out the psychological 

impact on victims of sexual violence. This impact can be determined through 

data sources obtained from interviews and by presenting the consequences of 

media coverage.  

C. RESEARCH METHOD 

This research study employs a qualitative content analysis method, 

which tends to describe media content as seen through the context and process 

of source documents, resulting in more in-depth and detailed results about 

media content that can explain the relationship that occurs between media 

content and the context of social reality. In terms of researching content 

analysis, researchers focus on three news items published differently in three 

Mandailing Natal media with the same issue of discussion, namely sexual 

violence. The three news and media outlets are as follows: 

No. Media Source Headlines 
Publication 

Date 

1 
https://startfmmadina.com/madina-duduki-
peringkat-pertama-di-sumut-kasus-pelecehan-
sexsual/ 

Madina ranks first 
in North Sumatra 
in Sexual Violence 

Cases 

July 23, 
2019 

2 
https://mohganews.co.id/di-mandailing-natal-sopir-
angkot-hamili-pelajar-smp/ 

in Mandailing 
Natal, this Angkot 

driver 
impregnated a 

junior high school 
student 

November 
08, 2021 

3 
https://www.mandailingonline.com/pemerkosaan-
inses-di-mandailing-natal-dan-tinjauan-hukum-
pidana/ 

Inses Rape in 
Mandailing Natal 
and Criminal Law 

Review 

November 
21, 2022 

 

The way journalists examine instances by presenting a point of view and 

coloring their writing with critical and harsh writing to arouse curiosity in 

readers to be explored more extensively is why researchers chose the topic of 

the three news items above. After the news is picked, the researcher will study 
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the content of the news and discuss paragraph by paragraph to uncover content 

that is not in agreement with the rules or journalistic code of ethics. from the 

news, followed by in-depth interviews with victims of sexual violence to find 

out the impact they felt when watching and remembering the events included 

in the news. 

D. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

The keywords "sexual violence news" underlie journalists' desires to 

document events through online news pages and disseminate them to 

audiences who are interested in reading them. The relevance of sexual violence 

news will be described in detail in the three news choices above. The first news 

entitled "Madina Ranked First in North Sumatra for Sexual Violence Cases," 

published on July 23, 2019, has the following content: 

Panyabungan, StArtNews - Mandailing Natal (Madina) is ranked first in 

North Sumatra in cases of sexual harassment, from figures from 2017 to this 

year, apart from the police there are 108 cases handled by the Madina PPPA 

Office consisting of cases of harassment and sexual abuse. This was said by the 

Head of the Protection of Women's and Children's Rights (PHP2KH) Efrida 

Nasution in her office Tuesday 23/07. 

"The number of violence against children from year to year continues to 

increase, for that it will continue to conduct socialization from village to village 

so that awareness of children's rights can be understood by parents and 

residents," said Efrida to StArtNews. 

She explained that children are the biggest investment as the next 

generation of the nation, especially in Madina, so they should not be easily 

influenced by the sophisticated technology that is growing rapidly today and 

expects parents to be more vigilant in supervising children's behavior. 

The Mandailing Natal (Madina) Regency Government, said Efrida 

Nasution, through the Madina Women's Empowerment and Child Protection 

(PPPA) Office. continues to be committed to building child-friendly spaces. In 

this regard, it is hoped that awareness will be raised from all parties, including 

the community, parents, families and the world, to take a role in protecting 

children from socialization. 

The Head of the Madina Women's Rights Protection and Child Special 

Protection Division (PHP2KH) also said that in accordance with the motto of 

National Children's Day (HAN) in 2019, "We are Indonesian children, we are 

happy." 
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HAN, which falls on July 23, is also expected to be a momentum for all 

parties to increase awareness of the fulfillment of children's rights and 

protection. 

PPPA Madina also provides 24-hour service by establishing a complaint 

post through the Call Center by contacting the norms below 

081361033691/081265685288. 

 From the news above, it can be concluded that the news writer 

prioritizes the level of sexual harassment over the past three years. The news 

writer also completes the news with clear information from the main source so 

that any victim who reads the news can immediately respond to request a 

complaint service. In the news writer's point of view, putting the position of 

victims of sexual harassment in an important place and must be helped so that 

follow-up is needed from the authorities in overcoming the incident. 

Technically writing news or news journalistic rules, startfmmadina.com 

journalists have explained with the 5W + 1H principle to answer in detail the 

level of sexual harassment in Mandailing Natal district. 

The shortcomings in the writing of this news are typos such as 

"teknelogi" should be "teknologi", "mengaharapkan" should be "mengharapkan" 

and the word "moto" should be "motto".  

The second news was entitled, in Mandailing Natal, this Angkot Driver 

Impregnated a Junior High School Student which was published on November 

08, 2021, the following is the news content: 

PANYABUNGAN SELATAN, - TP (14), a junior high school student in 

Mandailing Natal Regency (Madina), was sexually assaulted by ML (33) who 

works as a public transportation driver. 

Now, ML, a resident of Huta Raja village, Panyabungan Selatan sub-

district, has been secured by the Madina Police criminal investigation unit 

personnel based on a report from the victim's parents. The perpetrator himself 

is known to have a wife 

Information obtained by MohgaNews from the Head of the Criminal 

Investigation Unit, AKP Azuar Anas, Monday (11/8/2021), the perpetrator was 

secured on Thursday (11/4/2021) last week, based on 

LP/B/248/X/2021/SPKT/Polres Madina/Polda Sumut dated October 22, 2021.  

"The perpetrator committed sexual violence against the victim by having 

intercourse with her until she became pregnant. The victim is three months 

pregnant, and the victim is currently a junior high school student," said Azuar. 

According to the confession of the perpetrator, they committed this 

depraved act repeatedly. 
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"The perpetrator has admitted his actions, 10 times in different places. 

Starting last June, 

"In July, 3 times, in August 4 times, in September 2 times and at a cafe 

that was left behind in Huta Raja Village, South Panyabungan once in October," 

said the Kasat, Monday (11/8/2021). 

Azuar explained, based on the confession of the victim's parents, TP is 

currently 3 months pregnant. 

"We have detained the perpetrator for further investigation. And, the 

victim is currently 3 months pregnant," he said. (MN-08) 

In writing the news above, journalists have implemented the journalistic 

code of ethics, namely shielding the identities of the victim and perpetrator by 

using their initials only. Journalists have also explored in detail the chronology 

of sexual assault experienced by the victim so that readers realize the 

magnitude of the agony faced by victims of sexual violence as mentioned in the 

news. Journalists also write 5W+1H in the news idea with the perspective of the 

victim who wants the culprit to be given an appropriate penalty. Although the 

news seems brief, the content of the news is plain and information-dense, so 

that it is easy for readers to understand the condition of the writing. 

The disadvantage of this news writing is the use of harsh phrases such as 

"sodomize", "depraved" and "pregnant". 

The third news entitled Incest Rape in Mandailing Natal and Criminal 

Law Review was published on November 21, 2022. The following is the content 

of the news: 

The advancement of science and technology that has occurred today has 

brought changes to the pattern of human behavior in society. Some of these 

behavior patterns lead to good and some lead to behavior that deviates from 

the norms that exist in society. We observe impressions in various mass media, 

providing information that presents cases of rape and sexual harassment. The 

crime of rape does not only occur with other people, it is often committed with 

fellow family members, neighbors and even between father and son. 

As happened in Muara Batang Gadis District, Mandailing Natal 

Regency, North Sumatra. A child was raped by her stepfather with the initials 

AN against a 6-year-old child. The father had the heart to carry out his cruel 

actions repeatedly to the child, causing serious injuries to the child's vital 

organs. 

The depraved actions committed by AN against his stepdaughter were 

carried out when his wife was not at home or was working as a laborer in the 

garden. AN also threatened the child not to tell anyone about the incident. 

However, as the saying goes "as smart as a carcass is covered, it smells too". 
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Quoted from lingkaran.id since this case was reported on Monday, 

November 21, 2022 the perpetrator has been arrested by the Mandailing Natal 

Police Criminal Investigation Unit. (iNewsMedan.id). 

This case is not the first to occur in 2022 in Mandailing Natal District. 

Previously, on July 22, 2022, a man with the initials MJ from Sinunukan District 

raped his sister-in-law many times. MJ carried out the action when his wife was 

not at home. The depraved action was often repeated at night. This incident 

was revealed after the victim ran away from her brother's house and then 

contacted her parents in another district via telephone. Previously, the victim 

did not dare to complain to her brother because she was threatened to be killed 

by the perpetrator. As a result of his depraved actions, MJ is now detained at 

the Mandailing Natal Police Station. The perpetrator is charged with the Child 

Protection Law (UU) with a sentence of 15 years in prison. (Lensakini.com) 

In the conception of criminal fiqh (al-Hudud), rape is classified as a 

crime against honor (hak al-'ardh), in the form of adultery with the threat of 100 

lashes or stoning to death. Adultery is prohibited by religion as well as against 

the laws and customs of society. In addition, the impact is enormous, both for 

the perpetrator and for society. Under Islamic law, adultery is one of the major 

sins. The Qur'an prohibits us from approaching zina (rape), let alone 

committing it against one's own child is one of the crimes against humanity that 

destroys the order of family life, households and social life of the community. 

As explained in QS al-Isra': 32. 

The prohibition of approaching adultery (rape), especially sexual 

harassment behavior against one's own family, including that committed by a 

father against his child, is called incest in psychology. Victims of incestuous 

behavior will experience very deep physical and psychological wounds. 

Psychological wounds that may be experienced include feeling very frightened, 

in pain, hating their father and possibly hating the adults around them. They 

may feel self-hatred because they feel confused and troubled, disappointed, 

angry and resentful. The result will be behavior that is not easily understood, 

withdrawal, resistance, violence, fear, impulsivity, sleep disturbances and can 

even have an impact on academic achievement which will be disrupted. If 

psychological disorders due to sexual violence or post sexual abuse trauma are 

not treated immediately, the more the child grows up, the more they will 

experience self turmoil where they feel low self-esteem, feel guilty, angry, alone 

and unwilling to socialize with others. 

Some experts state that marriage for incest victims is not a solution. 

Victims who do not receive good treatment can become victims of continuing 

sexual violence, and can also become perpetrators of revenge. 
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From the cases of rape against children that occurred in Mandailing 

Natal Regency in particular and generally in Indonesia, it is considered as one 

indicator of the lack of quality of child protection, even though it is clear that 

religion has prohibited adultery, especially rape committed by parents due to 

the existence of weak faith, irresponsibility and poor family life conditions. 

Thus, the application of more severe legal sanctions is needed. 

In Islam, the sanctions against the perpetrators of adultery/rape are very 

clear, but the application does not yet exist, because Indonesia has not enacted 

Islamic criminal law, so what happens is that the application of Islamic law is 

only limited to matters of worship while on the issue of criminal acts the 

application does not yet exist. In the application of sanctions based on positive 

law in Indonesia, sanctions for perpetrators of criminal acts of rape are still 

considered light, especially since the risks experienced by victims are very 

large. Therefore, it is necessary to review the laws and regulations that apply in 

Indonesia in general. 

In principle, the news writer above mixes news writing with the author's 

opinion so that the information captured by readers becomes biased 

information. The news writer has not fully used the principles of journalistic 

rules and the 5W+1H method to explore cases of sexual violence even though 

the writer has hidden the identity of the perpetrator by mentioning initials only. 

The author's point of view refers to the criminal law review which gives the 

power of opinion for readers to understand more about the impact of sexual 

violence that occurs. In addition, there are still typos such as "tehnologi" should 

be "teknologi". 

Psychological Impact of Sexual Violence News on Women 

From some of the news descriptions above, researchers took the common 

thread that sexual violence against women will have an emotional impact on 

victims in the form of behavioral and cognitive disorders that lead to the 

victim's psychology. When the victim was interviewed in depth by the 

researcher, it was found that there was an emotional disturbance that made the 

victim unstable in behavior and experienced a bad mood when witnessing the 

news. When remembering the incident, there was a tendency for the victim's 

behavior to lead to negative things such as excessive laziness. 

Furthermore, the cognitive impairment experienced by the victim due to 

the news affected the level of concentration that was difficult to achieve at the 

mindset level. This will make victims daydream more often and have empty 

thoughts or the like. The psychological impact experienced by victims of sexual 

violence is not as simple as the general public thinks. Basically, the erratic 
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mindset of victims of sexual violence affects their thoughts in a negative 

direction, even to the point of destroying themselves. 

The researcher's findings during interviews with victims of sexual 

violence are that the impact experienced by victims takes many forms, ranging 

from their perspective, way of thinking about a condition, emotional stability 

and even depression. This causes post-trauma for victims. This trauma causes 

various things such as excessive anxiety and fear due to the brain repeating the 

incident through the victim's memory even though the flashback occurred 

accidentally. 

E. CONCLUSION 

The tendency of news writers from several news articles analyzed resulted in the 

following conclusions: 1. The sexual violence news contained has fulfilled the elements 

of good and correct journalistic rules, it can be seen from the writing that covers the 

identity of the perpetrators and victims of sexual violence. 2. The journalist's point of 

view that prioritizes the quality of the news content on two sides can be seen that the 

author supports the victim to get protection, besides that the information is written that 

the perpetrator gets a sentence equal to his actions. 3. There are still shortcomings in the 

news content such as typing errors and mixing facts and opinions of the author. 

Victims who witness news displays of sexual violence are known to have 

emotional impacts in the form of behavioral and cognitive disorders that lead to 

psychological pressure on victims. The disturbance from the news display also takes 

various forms on the victim, ranging from the perspective, the way of thinking about a 

condition, emotional stability and even depression. This causes post-incident trauma for 

victims. This trauma causes various things such as excessive anxiety and fear due to the 

brain repeating the incident through the victim's memory even though the flashback 

occurred accidentally. 
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